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Editorial
I am in the fortunate position of having

more photographs submitted for this issue than I can
include in it. If you have sent me photographs, thank
you, and if they do not appear in this issue, please
bear with me and I will make every effort to include
them in the August issue.

There has been much controversy concerning the article by Gerard Feeney in
the February edition, in particular, the comments concerning newcomers entering the
hobby via the ARTF route. At an MACI Council meeting it was made clear that both
the Council and the club representatives present at the meeting wished to be totally
disassociated from these comments.

In the February edition Bill Thompson, in a letter to the editor, expressed the
feelings of everyone who had responded. Gerard has asked for, and been given, the
opportunity to make a response to Bills’ letter. The Council would like to make it
clear to it’s members that this response reflects the opinions of Gerard only, and in no
way represents the attitude of the Council towards members who take the ARTF
route.

Once again the weather conspires to inhibit our participating in our hobby.
Rain, high winds that never seem to end and the temperatures...... I cannot recall
having the heating on so much at this time of year before. It does make those times
when the elements do allow us to fly more precious, so here’s to more of them.

I will be grateful if any contributions you wish to make for the August edition
could reach me before the 22nd of July due to the printer closing down for holidays at
the beginning of August.

Safe Flying until next time.

Chris Clarke



Frog Tadpole
I purchased this little

“Frog” Tadpole from a local
toyshop in my home town of
Wexford shortly after the 2nd

world war. It was 1948 and the
price of the model was 2/6d
(about 12.5 new pence or 16
eurocent) and took several
weeks saving to amass the vast
sum needed to purchase it. As
is always the case, to rebuild
the model from spares would
have cost a lot more. The most
vulnerable part of the little

model was the tiny glass bead which formed the bearing between the ‘prop and the
nosepiece. The ‘prop itself was also very delicate as it was formed from 1/32” balsa
steamed into shape. The airframe was made from split bamboo cane (the carbon
fibre rod of its day) covered in, I think, condenser paper. This covering was stronger
and more refined than tissue paper.

Having purchased the ‘plane’ I flew it hundreds, if not thousands of times
in our, not so huge, living room. Flights could not be made after dark for fear that
my beloved “Tadpole” would end up incinerated in the bowl of the gaslight
illuminating the room. All the usual reasons, earning a living, getting married, raising
a family, then prevented
me from flying it for many
years when it rested in the
loft space of, first my
parent’s house and then
mine. It was when our
Wexford M. F. C. was
celebrating its 50th

birthday in 2000 (actually
it’s 52nd) that the Tadpole
flew once more, by
making several flights in
the ballroom of the Cedars
hotel in Rosslare.

Shown with Pico Jet and Kyosho Minium for scale

Look after that propeller



As the extra
light rubber bands used to
turn the ‘prop were well
and truly perished by this
time the search for
replacements was far
ranging. I tried various
bands from assortments
available from several
sources. All of these
proved too strong, lifting
the model into an almost
vertical climb for far too
short a flight. It was my
intention to attempt
cutting these bands along
their length with a sharp
modelling knife. This
proved impossible and
almost resulted in injury
to my fingers. My wife Celine watched these attempts with some apprehension, (I
was still working at this time and really needed my fingers in good nick), and
suggested that I try cutting fine bands from the cuff of some rubber gloves using
scissors. A far less dangerous method and as it proved, a far more suitable substitute
for the original tiny bands supplied. The rubber lubricant used was” KY jelly”. DON’T
ASK!

The manufacturers of the “Tadpole” were Lines Brothers who also produced
the “Frog” Interceptor, another R.T.F. a lot bigger than the “Tadpole” so I suppose
the name was a natural for the smallest model in the “Frog” range

The little “Tadpole” is still flying and manages to fascinate my grandchildren
as it slowly and silently circles our living room. When, all those years ago, I proudly
tendered the price of the model to Mrs. O’Brien, little did I realize that a third
generation of Kavanaghs would still be enjoying it, and I wonder if this could be the
oldest R.T.F. model still flying???……….

MODEL SPECS:
Wingspan.  8 inches.  L.O.A. 7 inches Weight.1/20 oz. Power. 2 to 4 rubber bands.

Michael Kavanagh
Wexford MFC

Marketing of the day



Amendments to Appenix L and Appendix I

APPENDIX L

BYE LAWS GOVERNING ISSUE OF A AND B
ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES

At a meeting on the 15 March 2008 of the sub-committee appointed by
the MACI Council the above Appendix was reviewed and amended.

also;

APPENDIX I

STANDARD PROCEDURES FOR CONTEST DIRECTORS IN
THE RUNNING OF RADIO CONTROL NATIONAL AND
REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Passed 25/02/89 and amended 31/03/90, 09/03/91, 21/05/97, 06/05/98, 23/03/
03,11/04/06 and 19/03/08.

The revised documents are available for viewing  on the MACI
website.  www.maci.ie

These documents come into force 30 days after publication in
Flightlines according to Article 22.

Anyone who does not have internet access or has any queries can
contact me for a hard copy or further information.

Liam Butler
Chairman
A + B Cert Committee.



Headache

Bob Finley and Neil Agnew from the Shankill Radio Flying Club in North

Wicklow doing some gliding on Bray Head.  Just a quick interruption to adjust Neil’s

neck.  Whatever Bob did, it seems to have perked Neil up a bit!

Garry Keogh  IRL 1830

Never tell a Chiropractor you have a headache.

even during slope combat!

How was that for you dear?



Heli Challenge Trophy 2008  -  Round 1
Shankill Radio Flying Club

Well, it is said that if “it ain’t broken, then don’t fix it” and I guess with the
tradition of bad weather dogging the Heli Challenge we were to expect nothing
better than the fog and  mist that we had for round 1 of 2008.  It beggars belief how
we can consistently pick event dates in February of each year only to fall victim to

bad weather at almost every
round!  Oh well, two
postponements later but at
least we managed to run an
event and in hindsight it was
a success by any yardstick.

It had been uttered at the
end of last season that the Heli
Challenge Trophy was
becoming a victim of its own
success.  The competitive
nature of the challenge was
beginning to overshadow
some of the other motivation

that originally saw the challenge series come into existence.  I guess we must
understand how the whole concept was always intended to promote helicopter flying
in three basic ways.  The first objective was to bring together like minded fliers from
all around Ireland who would otherwise have no reason to do so.  Secondly it was
intended to improve the standard of flying by allowing these fliers to “benchmark”
against each other and of course, in competition to improve their skills. Finally, the
set manoeuvres for both the Novice and Sportsman classes are based unashamedly
on the MACI  A and B certificate flying test schedule.

This was carefully and cleverly included from the very beginning in an effort
to promote the taking of A and B cert tests.  At the time of its inception, there were
literally only a handful of certificates throughout the whole country and this was
potentially the best way to push for a change.

Well I am happy to report that things after round 1 of 2008 look quite
encouraging.  The day started out with a safety briefing and a short period of flying
“off the peg” to allow folks to warm up the fingers so to speak.  For the remainder of
the morning, the Shankill Club field was given over to helicopter A and B certificate
tests.

Pilot Briefing



It is a nerve-racking thing to attempt one of these flights in front of two
examiners so I applaud all of those who took tests in front of both the examiners and
an audience of thirty or more onlookers.  How did they get on? Well I will answer
that by congratulating Fergus Moloney, Sylvester Lenihan and Brian McIntyre on
achieving their A certificates and George Ryan and Jason Cleary on achieving B
certs, well done all!

With the low cloud base coinciding almost to the millimetre with our field’s
elevation of 300 metres above sea level, as Contest Director I was very worried
whether we could run the competition or not.  There was an encouraging light breeze
and every now and again, the silhouette of the Great Sugarloaf Mountain appeared
out of the mist.  I had deferred and postponed the start already and by now it was
lunch time, so I deferred the decision once again until after the food had been
exhausted.  In fact, I just “opinion polled” all the fliers while they were busy queuing
at the barbecue.  Caution thrown to the wind, the Heli Challenge round 1 was about
to happen!

It was almost 3:00pm when the entry opened and the fliers were briefed as
soon as possible afterwards.  The cloud base was still very low and at times we all
vanished into the mist completely. I have to say that it was pretty bad but it was
pretty much equal for everybody.  We had some new faces in both Novice and
Sportsman classes, a couple of these new Sportsmen having battled all of last year in
the other class.  Yet again I have to say that standard of flying in this competition is
absolutely astonishing and in fact compared to the flying in either class when the
challenge started two seasons ago, it is hard to comprehend.  To give those not
familiar some idea of what I am talking about, two of the Sportsman competitors
from last years challenge will this year fly by invitation in the highest regarded
competitions in the
world.  This really puts
Ireland “on the map” and
I think that all involved,
from competitors to
promoters of heli flying
in Ireland should be
applauded for this.  Long
may this challenge series
feed competitors on to the
international stage and
best of luck to you two
guys.

John O’Rourke Demo



The competition ran very smoothly and very fast too.  OK, I plead guilty to
not even letting the judges stand up from the chairs between rounds, but the weather
was just so threatening!  Liam Nolan kindly delivered coffee and tea directly to the
judges and that I am sorry to say was as close as they got to comfort.

The flying was typically close again this year with Fergus and Sylvester from
Galway almost neck and neck on set manoeuvre scores in the novice section.  The
Sportsmen set manoeuvres results were even closer with Shane and George tied on
74 marks each and Alwyn scoring 73.3.  Things were looking so close after the set
manoeuvres that pretty “balsy” freestyle was going to be on the menu in both of the
classes… we were not disappointed.

There is no restriction on how you fly in between the set manoeuvres and
some freestyle practice often happens during this flight.  This was to catch out Shane
who just went a little too low.  It meant that he was flying a borrowed Trex600 for
his freestyle but even this didn’t hold him back too much!  Top freestyle marks went
to Alwyn who really pushed his Synergy N9 but less than 10 marks behind him was
Shane Power. Clifford was dealt a bad hand in the freestyle as a bank of fog sort of
just wafted through during his flight but he kept it all together and scored a
commendable 60 marks for his freestyle.  Sadly Brian McIntyre was unable to fly in
the freestyle round due to our late start (sorry Brian) so the big battle of last year
between himself and Shane will have to be played out an other day!

Novice freestyle scores were similarly close with less than 2 points separating
the top three.  It not only highlights how successful the contest is in fostering flying

skills but is also a
positive indictment of
the judging skills when
we see this sort of
consistency.   See for
yourself on the results
table.

I have to say that
having postponed this
contest twice due to
weather and just about
managing to run it in the
end with fog and low
cloud I am glad it
happened in the end.

3D Flying - Trex 600



The rapport among the fliers is
fantastic and the standard of flying
equally good.  The Heli Challenge
this year will have a big focus on
promoting the A and B certificates
and supporting fliers from the very
greenest novices getting set up
through to fine tuning of freestyle
and set manoeuvres for the more
expert.  It can only serve to improve
the heli scene so please come out and
watch, join in or even get involved
with the series.

As CD, I could not have run the event without lots of help.  Sincere thanks
have to go to the three judges, Philip Hughes, David Nolan and John O’Rourke who
ran solidly for about two hours.  Thanks also to Aidan King who I arm twisted into
timekeeper duties and Luke McGuinness who ferried all of the score sheets back to
me for results.  I also have to thank a couple of  our own “Shankill” guys too.  To
Richie Berns and Gerry Timmons, thank you both for handling the barbecue and of
course the aftermath!

Heli Challenge Trophy  -  Round 1  -  Novice Results

Competitor                Set        Normalised      Freestyle   Normalised   Total   Place
Fergus Moloney       59.3           500                 41               488.1       988.1      1
Sylvester Lenihan   52               438.4              40.3            479.8       918.2 2
Patrick Dorney       32.6            275.4              42               500          775.4 3
Brendan Egan       20           168.7                          168.7      4

Heli Challenge Trophy  -  Round 1  -  Sportsman Results

Competitor                Set        Normalised      Freestyle   Normalised   Total   Place
Alwyn Clarke       73.33          495.5              75.33           500         995.5      1
Shane Power       74           500                 67.66           449.1      949.1       2
George Ryan       74           500      56.66           376.1      876.1       3
Clifford Wallace      43.7            295                 59.66           396         691 4
Brian McIntyre       45.7            308.5              308.5 5

Garry Keogh
IRL  1830

George Ryan & Shane Power



Scale Association Fly In
The Scale association organized a fly in on the afternoon of the 4th May at the

Curragh in conjunction with the Newbridge club.

This was the first Scale event of the year, and the weather decided to co
operate by providing a gloriously sunny day, not a hint of rain and a perfectly
manageable breeze. What more could you ask for?

I had intended providing a detailed list of the models present, but on arrival
at the field I was completely overwhelmed by the number and variety of models on
display. I soon abandoned the list idea, and will write only about some of the more
unusual models seen.

There was a Twin Mustang present, powered by a pair of electric motors, and
I had not seen this aeroplane modeled before. It flew very well, and handled the
breeze comfortably.

John and Paul Byrne were present with a new model of (I think) a Decathlon
in American military colour scheme.  This is a big model, powered by a large petrol
engine, and with some very nice cockpit detailing. It has an incredible sense of
presence in the air, most enjoyable to see it flying.

Melvyn Inwood was flying his Mosquito, another twin engined model.
Melvyn received a spontaneous round of applause after completing a successful
flight with this model.

I counted a staggering 39 models in the pits, an amazing turnout and a real
testament to the strength of Scale flying in Ireland. There was a complete range
from small ones to big ones, models built from plans, from kits and ARTFs, and one
of the most remarkable things about a scale fly in is the sheer variety of models on
display.

A great day was had by all, and if this sets the tone for the season to come we
are in for a good one.  We even managed to learn about exploits of the Crunchie
Munchie bird (or is it the Munchie Crunchie bird?) courtesy of our resident joke-
smith Mr. E.Keenan.

Thanks to the Newbridge club for hosting and organizing the event, and to all
who took part and made it such a success.

Steve Elster
MACI Scale Sec.



Michael Murphy Photo’s

SE5a Ready for the skyat the Laoise Scale Fly In

V.Mar A4 Sky Hawk powered by Jen .56




